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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is in response to amendment filed 
4/15/04. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Amended claims 15 and 2 0 have been recorded. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim rejections 
under 35 have been rendered moot in view of the new ground 
of rejection. 

4. This office action is a non-final office action as a result 
of a new ground of rejection not necessitated by the 
applicant' s amendment . 

5. However, the applicant's arguments traversing the 
examiner's interpretation of limitation "common carrier 
information" system are not persuasive. The applicant does 
not provide what functionality is imparted to the claimed 
structural elements by this limitation. The examiner has 
applied the test: does a system element, which recites this 
limitation, depend on the limitation to perform the claimed 
functionality? As an example, the status query means would 
carry out the stated function of automatically requesting 
status information relating to a commerce-related event 
regardless of whether the system is a ''common carrier 
information" system or any other information system. This 
is so because the no structural relationship, is claimed 
that relate the status query means to the ''common carrier 
information" system. Based on this assertion the examiner 
maintains the previously stated rejection on this basis 
wherever applied, (see the applicable statements below) . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6 . Claims 15-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Linstead et 
al (US Pat. 5,548,753) (Linstead) and further in view "E-commerce: Computer Associated announces 
CA-Openlngres/ICE, providing Web enabled access to corporate data", EDGE, on & about AT&T, v10, 
n386, pi 9(1) published Dec 11, 1995. (E-commerce). 

Claim 15; Linstead teaches a method to provide update 
information, the method including: 

Storage means, for storing the status information relating 
to the commerce -related event ; (col. 3 L 13-23, 4th dimension database, col. 7 L 15- 
47, the application program or externals. .writes a record into the predetemnined storage location or table 
upon occurrence of a predetenmined database system, refer to the storage means (4th dimension 
database) as applied to communication of status of a purchase order as a commerce related event); 

status information retrieval means for automatically 
retrieving said status information from the common carrier 
information system via the network and providing the status 
information to the storage means (CoL5L2-9, the AOCE portion 34..data and other 
infonnation to be conveyed on the connecting network 10.. includes a messaging portion for controlling 
receipt, transmission and fonnatting messages.., Col. 7 L 15-47. ..the daemon process.. detects this 
record and in response automatically informs the supervisor..); 

message generation means for automatically generating a 
status message reflective of said status information stored in 
the storage means (Col. 5 L 26-42, refer to "messaging portion 36" which produces an 
electronic mail message, note that the messaging portion is in communication with the 4b database 28 as 
shown in figure 2 and the status infonnation is stored in the 4D database 28, Col. 7 L 15-47, the daemon 
process.. detects this record and in response automatically infomns the supervisor.. automatically prepares 
an electronic mail message to the preparer of the purchase order and any other users who may be 
interested); 

message forwarding means for automatically forwarding said 
status message to a point where it may be accessed by an 
interested party . (Col. 5 L 26-42,.."the electronic mail message is then conveyed from the 
processing system 24 to the specified recipients.) Col. 7 L 15-47 the daemon process..detect this record 
and in response automatically infomns the supen/isor.. automatically prepares an electronic mail message 
to the preparer of the purchase order and any other users who may be interested). 
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Linstead fails to teach a status query means for 
automatically requesting status information relating to a 
commerce-related event. 

The E-commerce reference teaches an update processing and 
transmission process which comprises: a status query means for 
automatically requesting status information relating to a 
commerce- related event via a network (see page 1, the E-commerce system 
inherently shows automatic notification of changes in the relevant information changes (interpreted as 
changes in the customer order status). This process requires that the status information be periodically 
monitored i.e. queried such that the system would generate an e-mail message whenever a user's order 
is fulfilled as clearly stated. Furthermore E-commerce comprises a host-based data sources and thus the 
query means request the status information over a network such as the Internet as explicitly disclosed.) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have a status query means automatically maintain the information 
current consistent with the changes in the status as occurring 
in real-time. 

Linstead further does not expressly show that the status 
information retrieval means retrieves the status information 

from a system which is a ''conunon carrier information" system. 

However these differences are only found in the nonfunctional descriptive material and are not 
functionally Involved in the functionality of the status information retrieval means, i.e. the letter would 
perform the retrieval of the status information regardless of the infonnation system or database system. 
Thus, the presence of the tenri "common carrier infonmation system" is interpreted as nonfunctional 
descriptive material and it will not distinguish the claimed Invention from the prior art in temns of 
patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381 , 1385, 217, USPQ 401, 404 (Fed, Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 
32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have the Linstead include a status information retrieval means 
for automatically retrieving the status information from any 
type of information system via the network because the type of 
system from which the information is retrieved does not 
functionally relate to the status information retrieval means 
and consequently patentably distinguish from the cited prior art 
as discussed. 



Claim 16 and 21 ; Linstead fails to teach that the status 
information relates to shipment of an item. However these 
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differences are only found in the nonfunctional descriptive 
material and are not functionally involved in the functionality 
of any element of the update processing and the transmission 
system. None of the elements of the system would perform any 
different whether the status information relates to shipment of 
item or any other commercial event. 

Please refer to claim 1 5 analyses for further treatment of the nonfunctional 
limitation of the claim. 

Claim 17 and 22 : Said status information retrieved by said 
status information retrieval means is contained on a second 
computer physically remote from a first computer on which said 
status information is stored and accessible via the network. 

(refer to Fig. 1 which shows a server 12 having the status database "4D" and 
which is connected a remote computer "PRIME" which accesses the status information 
via a network 20) 

Claims 18 and 23 : . . status information is stored on a 
status information database within a first computer. 

(Refer to Fig. 1 and pertaining description at col. 3 and 4) 

Claim 19 and 24 : Further comprising a status information 
database for separately storing status information. 

(Refer to Fig. 2 "4D database" which stores status information (occurrence of a 
predetermined event as explained at col. 3 L 13-30)) 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 

communications from the examiner should be directed to JAGDISH 

PATEL whose telephone number is (703)308-7837. The examiner can 

normally be reached on BOOAM-GOOPM M-Th. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Vincent Millin can be 
reached on (703)308-1065. The fax phone number for the 



Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 



703-872-9306. 
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